A previous communication (Hewitt, 1957) (RegistrarGeneral, 1954 (Corrigenda), 1957 (Corrigenda), , 1960 "transferable"-provided that the deceased had been in hospital less than 6 months. Some consequences of these changes, so far as they affected areas containing a disproportionately large number of chronic and mental beds, have been traced out in the Figure (opposite). The areas here referred to are the 129 listed in the previous paper plus a further 37 identified from more recent data as net importers of chronic or mental patients, a total of 166. In the years up to 1951 a little over 8 per cent. of all deaths in England and Wales used to be assigned to these areas (see the points marked as circles in the Figure) . A slight rise in this percentage in 1952 was followed by a large rise to nearly 12 per cent. in 1955, a small fall in 1954 (on account of iii, above), and a further fall in 1958 (on account of v).* The average Area Comparability Factor in these areas was close to 0 9 in all the years up to 1955, was lowered to about 0 7 in 1956 (on account of iv, above), and was raised again by a few points in 1958-9. The adjusted local mortality rates for these areas necessarily responded to changes both in the numbers of non-transferable deaths and in the Area Comparability Factors 
